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Lifeline Freight Operator Doubles Route Capacity
Huelin-Renouf Shipping is doubling the capacity of the lifeline freight route from the UK to the Channel Islands by putting a second ship on the route and increasing the frequency of the service from three sailings a week to daily arrivals from Monday to Friday.

The company’s Chief Executive Officer Keith Renouard said this significant investment in the route, coming just eight months after the company relocated its UK base to a £6 million purpose-built freight facility in Southampton, showed Huelin-Renouf’s deep and on-going commitment to sustaining the local economies.

‘We believe that there is a requirement for an alternative daily service to and from the islands every weekday. Doubling our capacity will also enable us to access other markets and routes which we would not have been able to consider with just one vessel,’ he said.

The new vessel that will arrive in local waters in early September is the replacement for the old MV Huelin Dispatch which left service at the end of 2008. Huelin-Renouf is also bringing an additional vessel - the MV Huelin Endeavour - on to this vital route to run in conjunction with the new MV Huelin Dispatch.

Mr Renouard said: ‘The increased capacity of the new ship means it can carry 30 per cent more cargo than the old one.  Moreover, with two ships operating in tandem, our weekly capacity will double, and we will be able to run a daily freight service to the islands. The new Huelin Dispatch also has the added bonus of moveable bulkheads and two cranes capable of lifting items weighing up to 70 tonnes, which means that she can be adapted to suit bulk loads and to carry special project cargoes.’
Since relocating in January this year from Portsmouth to Eastern Docks in Southampton, Huelin-Renouf – which has been serving the islands since 1935 - has been able to offer improved services to the bailiwicks and its customers, as well as consolidating the existing business.

‘We are in a prime location in Southampton for access to * intermodal, global seaborne trade and rail transport hubs and are now totally self-sufficient in handling every item of cargo entrusted to us by our customers,’ Mr Renouard explained. ‘One of our new services will be the ability to transport frozen and chilled foods to the islands following the purchase of temperature controlled containers and a partnership with a Southampton-based provider of temperature-controlled storage facilities. We can also provide warehouse storage and another first for the route an Excise warehouse for bonded cargo to include consignment storage and duty management services.’

The freight facility at 45 Berth in Eastern Docks is a long-term partnership with Associated British Ports. Covering 90,000 square feet it comprises a 10,000 square feet warehouse, weighbridges, 8,000 square feet of undercover vehicle handling and offices. Huelin-Renouf is also taking over the adjacent 44 Berth, which will add another 60,000 square feet to the facility. The relocation was warmly welcomed in Southampton as it re-established traditional sea links between the Hampshire port and the Channel Islands. 

The relocation was planned to coincide with the delivery of a bespoke replacement for the old MV Huelin Dispatch. Regrettably, in May this year, the directors of Huelin-Renouf Shipping were obliged to terminate the contract with the German shipbuilder, as the vessel was six months overdue. Following an extensive search for a replacement, Mr Renouard said that Huelin-Renouf was delighted to have secured such a versatile new vessel. The new Huelin Dispatch will be crewed by the crew of the old MV Huelin Dispatch under Huelin-Renouf director Captain William Woodard.
Mr Renouard said: ‘We were bitterly disappointed to have had to cancel the order for a new bespoke vessel, but the decision was taken in the best interests of the company and the lifeline freight route we operate. Acquiring a new ship so quickly to operate the route, in conjunction with the MV Huelin Endeavour, is the best possible outcome for the future of Huelin-Renouf, the Channel Islands and our customers in Jersey, Guernsey and the UK.’
